Focus on:  the Complexity of Trees

Trees are extremely complex, living beings.  Each variety has its own unique characteristics and attributes as well as tendencies to have issues with insects, diseases and environmental issues.  Diagnosis of tree problems is equally complex.  Unlike us humans who can verbalize our symptoms and feelings, have body scans, x-rays, blood work and a myriad of other testing done to determine the cause of our problem, trees cannot talk to us and we have no means of x-raying or scanning them or their complex root system.  We must rely on visual symptoms, knowledge of insect and disease trends and customer information about watering habits, changes to the tree’s environment or anything which could have caused root disturbance of any kind.  We make every effort to make an accurate diagnosis and proper recommendations.  We attend continuing education classes on a regular basis and utilize industry publications and laboratories for sampling to assist us in providing you and your trees with the best service possible.  We also try to educate you about proper care and maintenance of your trees.
This being said, what trends are we seeing and do we expect to see this season?

-Gypsy moth is anticipated to be a problem in some areas beginning in May. They are a leaf eating caterpillar whose favorite fare is Oak trees. 

-Bagworms start showing up in June and are particularly damaging to Spruce and Arborvitaes.  They make a cocoon-like bag out of the foliage of the tree they are feeding on, making them difficult to detect initially.
-Japanese Beetles are another leaf eating insect and were out in record numbers last year.  Start looking for these small copper green metallic beetles to begin feeding activity late June/early July.  

-Emerald Ash Borer does most of its damage in the larval stage where they live in the vascular system of the tree.  They create galleries which block the flow of water and nutrients and basically shut down and eventually kill the entire tree. 

-Honey Locust Plant Bug and Aphids are leaf sucking bugs which cause leaf distortion and can weaken the leaves causing leaf drop.  

-Scale insects are difficult to control.  They primarily cause problems on Euonymus and Magnolias.  Start looking for activity in June.

-Anthracnose is a foliar disease that can become severe when we have a cool wet spring.  It has been affecting the Ash trees (as if they don’t have enough problems already…) and may also be a problem for Elms, Maples, Oaks and Lindens.

-Apple Scab is another fungal leaf disease causing leaf spots and yellowing and early leaf drop. Though symptoms will not appear until mid summer, treatment must be done in the spring.

-Diplodia Blight and Dothistroma are fungal diseases which primarily affect Austrian and Scotch Pines.  Rhizosphera needle cast is a fungal disease which primarily affects Spruce and Phomopsis blight is a fungal disease seen primarily on Junipers. 
-Chlorosis is a common problem in our area with Oaks (especially Pin) and Birch (especially River) as well as Maples (especially Red).

-Decline can be caused by a multitude of things.  Changes to the tree’s root system such as construction, trenching, improper mulching, standing water, over watering, drought, girdling roots, soil compaction, environmental issues...
We want the best of health for your trees and will continue to do all that we can to provide knowledgeable, prompt and appropriate service.

Sincerely,   Judy & Karen   

