Spring 2010

Focus On: Too Much of A Good Thing?
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Water is essential to all living things, including our trees. 2009 gave us an abundance of water- in fact maybe too much of a good thing. As we look back over the rainfall totals, March came in just shy of a 1922 record with 5.2 inches of rainfall followed by above average rainfall in April, May and June. October provided us with 22 days of light rain, 3 days of heavy rain and 1 thunderstorm-over 6 inches for the month!
Normally we at Save A Tree, worry about lack of rain…however too much water can cause it’s own problems. Fungal diseases can become difficult to control when we have too much moisture. We saw the worst severity of apple scab with many crabapples completely defoliated by July. Rust disease on hawthorns was prevalent and even disease resistant and treated trees struggled. In the fall, we had multiple cases of evergreen needle yellowing which was very weather related and primarily diagnosed as rhizosphaera needle cast (a needle fungal disease). Anthracnose (a leaf fungal disease), especially on ash, maples and oaks was also a major problem.
Treatment for most fungal disease must be performed in the spring even though symptoms don’t usually appear until later in the season. Treatment may consist of multiple spray applications or systemic injection using preventative fungicides. We make specific treatment recommendations for your trees based on our knowledge of your individual trees and field experience of what works best.
Trees are a valuable asset. They are also very complex, living organisms. Care and maintenance of your trees is our primary concern. We also strive to educate you, the owner of these trees in the proper care and maintenance. Once annual root feeding is the most urgent and basic need for trees in the urban setting. Our root feeding material is not merely nitrogen to enhance growth (though we do use high quality micro & macro-nutrients). The most important aspect of the material we use is to promote a healthy root system. You can put all the nutrients into the soil you’d like, but if your tree can’t uptake what it needs because of an insufficient root system, the tree will not thrive. Last fall while we were out root feeding, we noted that a large percentage of our customers who have had annual root feeding for several years and have little or no other issues with their trees. I wish this were true in all cases, but of course it isn’t. But the fact is, if we can get the base health improved, chances are other problems will be diminished or easier to control if they do come up. 
Different tree varieties each have their own set of good and bad qualities or tendencies. Maples tend toward girdling roots; oaks (especially pin) and birch (especially river) tend to have chlorosis; Austrian pines tend to get Diplodia and Zimmerman pine moth; spruce are prone to cytospora canker and rhizosphaera; American elms are subject to Dutch elm disease…the list goes on and on. Improving base health through once annual root feeding followed by proper watering and proper mulching are the first steps towards a healthier, more vigorous tree.
The 3% reduction for pre-payment was a huge success last year, so we are again offering this option. We would need payment by March 31, 2010 for all recommended services. We also encourage you to refer a neighbor or friend using the enclosed “pass the buck” which will allow them $10 off their evaluation and allow you $10 off a future service!

We are enclosing a nice article from the Daily Herald about the value of trees. Also, and again and again- proper watering and mulching procedures.

We look forward to serving your tree care needs.

Judy Markowski                                        Karen Means  
Owner/Certified Arborist

      Certified Arborist
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